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g exceeded the Expectations of all God 


Men, than putting according to the re- 


queſt of the Crown, a ſtop to that Scandalons Li- 


centiouſneſs of the Preſs, which has been too long 
tolerated, not to ſay encourag'd ; and it muſt ſtir 
up in every Good Chriſtian a juſt Deteſtation of 
thoſe Men who have brought a Reproach on the 
Nation, by ſuffering ſo many Libels to be Pub- 
lifh'd,” not only againſt the Prerogative and Mo- 


narchy, but againſt our Holy Religion, and its 
moſt Sacred Miniſters ; againſt the Honour of 


God, as well the Good of his Church. 


1 What 
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What has encourag d ſuch Libels, is their being 
N without a Name, by which the Authors 
hope to eſcape a legal Diſcovery; and therefore 
its highly reaſonable that nothing ſhould be Print- 
ed but where the Name of the Printer, or Pub- 
liſher, or Author is prefix'd f 


There are a great many good Men, who carried 
away by an ungovern'd Zeal, for putting a ſtop to 
this great Evil, will be ſatisfied with no other Re- 
medy than the appointing Licenſers for the Preſs, 
and entruſting em with a diſcretionary Power of 
hindring any thing being Publiſh'd bur what they 
approve ; but they do not conſider, that by of- 
fering at this Expedient, which has been fo lon 
exploded by all Parties, they may loſe the Bene- 
fit of any other Remedy. | 


Jo prevent the Miſchief of Profane and Facti- 
ous Talking, is no doubt highly commendable ; 
and yet we do not find any Government, tho' ne- 
ver ſo Arbitrary, or never fo Jealous, has thought 
fit to puniſh People before any Crime committed, 
by appointing Licenſers for the Tongue; and 
thete can be no Reaſon why a fteady F roſecution 
my not have the ſame Effect with relation to 
wicked Writing, as it has to wicked Talking. 


The great pretence for placing ſo extraordinary 
a Power as this in Three cr Four Men's Hands, is 


the 


(>) 
the Benefit which may accrue to the Church ; bur 
as Things now ſtand, and ever ſince the Refor- 
mation have ſtood, the Church muſt be a ſufferer 
by ſuch a reſtraint of the Preſs. 


Becauſe this may ſeem a Paradox to ſome; [ 
beg leave to obſerve, That at the Reformarti 


the State, inſtead of reſtoring ro the Church — 4 


Power which the Pope had uſurpd from his Col- 
leagues the Biſhops, claim'd it, to aſtoniſhment of 
the Chriſtian World as its own right, and wou'd 

allow our _—_ 1 = his 8 
= by Hh ittion, but what was deriv'd 
from the Crown, and the Prince was author 
to reverſe any of the Churches Spiritual Cen- 
ſures, without regard to their being ratified in 
Heaven, and to inflict new ones even on Biſhops 
and Arch-biſhops. And as this Power was eſteem d 
the moſt glorious Jewel belonging to the Crown, 
ſo the Court Biſhops to whom the Preſs with re- 
lation to Eccleſiaſticals was entruſted, would not 
permit any Books to be printed which were writ 
againſt theſe Eraſtian Notions ; and the Courr, 
which by Means of this Power, lorded it over 
the Church of God as they pleasd, wou'd not be- 
ſto any Eccleſiaſtical Preferments on thoſe who 
in the leaſt oppoſed that Supremacy, which the 
common Lawyers out of hatred to the Church 
ſtretched to the utmoſt ; and the moſt which can 
be found in the Writings of the higheſt Church- 
Men, were ſome jumbld and inconſiſtent Expreſ- 


ſions 


. 
ſions in favour of the Divine Rights of the Spiri- 
tual Governors of the Church, which they them - 
ſelves forgot when they attackd the Arguments of 
the Papiſts, or Presbyterians for a Spiritual Power 
independant of the State; ſo that from the time of 
the Reformation, till the reſtraint of the Preſs 
was taken off, Eraſtianiſm ran down like a migh- 
ty Torrent, and the People were taught to call 
every thing Popery, that tended to reſtore to the 
Church its Antient Rights. 


Since the Liberty of the Prefs, the Church has 


began to recover it ſelf out of une 
ugg the was thought irretrievably to lie un- 


der ; and by the Providence of God, that which 
was apprehended to be her greateſt Danger, and 
which would have robb'd her of the poor remains 
of Power, has turn infinitcly to her Advantage, 
and made her Rights, her Inherent and Fundamen- 
tal Rights unalianable to any Lay Powers better 
underſtood than at any tune fince the great 


change in Religion. 


And, is it not entirely owing to thoſe Books, 
which had never feen the Light, but for the li- 
berty of the Preſs, that the Rights of God's 
Kingdom on Earth, the Divine Power's Authori- 
ties, Preheminences and Priviledges of its Mini- 
ſters are now ſo well underſtood ? 


Muſt 


(7) 


Muſt it not be own'd, That at no time ſince 

the Reformation, ſuch bold and glorious Truths 

againſt all Lay Encroachments on the Church's 
Spiritual Powers have been Publiſh'd as of late ? 


Who ever -made ſo bold a Stand in Defence of 
the Church and its Divine Original Rights, as 
they who chooſe rather to part with their Livi 
than with their Conſciences, and preferred defend- 


ing the true Doctrines of the Church, before en- 


joying its beſt Perferments ? . 


How have Dr. H—8, Mr. L—y, Mr. C—r and 
others, triumphed in the Cauſe of the Church ? 
can any who believes the Church and its Govern- 
ment to be from God, refuſe his Aſſent to all 
which in the Caſe of the Regale and Pontificate is 
laid down with ſo much ſtrength and clearneſs, 
concerning the Church's Divine Independent 
Rights? wou'd that Book or any other of the fame 
ſort, been ſuffer d to ſee the Light in any Reign, 
fince the Preſs was under the Power of Licenſers 2 


Till theſe glorious Aſſertors of the Cauſe of 
God and his Church appear'd, were not moſt of 
the Clergy themſelves unacquainted with their 
own Divine Rights » But are not their Eyes 
now open, and have not many of em wrote ex- 


cellent Diſcourſes, which under a reſtraint of the 
Prefs, had no more been ſuffer'd to have ſeen 
> | | the 


og” 
the Light, than the incomparable Memorial of 
the Church. | N 


Some Clergy men indeed have had ſo little Regard 
to the Church and their own Order, as to write 
in favour of the Old Eraſtian Principles, alledg- 
ing that my were agreeable to the concurrent 
Sentiments of our Divines, from the Reformation 
till the Revolution. But ſuppoſing this Aſſertion 
to be true, it will not. appear ſo ſtrange, when 
we conſider that by the Reſtraint of the Preſs, 
none were ſuſſer d to write againſt Lay Uſur- 
pations and Secular Encroachments. But of 
what. Authority can the Opinion of Divines (tho 
otherwiſe of great weight) be; when the Matter is 
not ſuffer d to be debated, nor the thing to be ſet 
in a clear Light, and only one ſide to Write? 
Eſpecially ſince we may preſume, that had the- 
Preſs then bcen as free as it is now, the Clergy 
had been of the fame Sentiments as they are 
at preſent. | 


The Atheiſts, Deiſts and Scepticks, on pretence 
of defending the Conſtitution, and under the Pa- 
tronage of the Co¼]- Church, attack d the Church 
and the Independent Rights of its Clergy : But 
they: plainly ſhew'd ſuch Rancour and Malice a- 
gainſt Religion, and againſt the Power of the 
. * Clergy, as the chief Bulwark and Defence of it; 
that their Diſcourſes had no other Effect, than to 
raiſe a deteſtation of their Principles in a * 

| | tude 
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tude ho otherwiſe wou'd not have believ's 
there had been ſuch Monſters ' in the World: 
And the Averſion the People had to thoſe 


vile Writers, gave us an Opportunity to propagate 


ſuch Doctrines in favour of the Church, as with- 
out ſuch an Oppoſition would not eaſily have gone 
down. And if their pernicious Books had any in- 
fluence, it was only on fſachras by giving up too 
much of the Church's Power to the Laity, difa- 
bled themſelves from defending the reſt. 


The old Enemies of che Church, the St 
Schiſmaricks, thought to have made wonderful Ad- 


vantage of the double Liberty they had got of. 


Printing and Preaching ; and that free'd from all 
thoſe Diſadvanta thy lay under, they ſhou'd 
daily get Ground of the Church; but it has had a 


quite different Effect, and they are now in a much 
lower Condition than they were in thoſe Reigus; 


which not only denied em the Liberty both of 


Preſs and Pulpit, but made 'em feel the heavy 


8 of the Penal Laws. 


| The Church which has Truth on ide fide, 

cannot be fhaken by any Attacks from the 
| Preſs that Error can make, while ſhe has Li- 
berty to defend herſelf che 1 — way; and 


conſiderable Advantages 


Prefs, and is in a — 7 9 — —— 
6 Shall ſhe run the 


hazard 


when tis notorious that 8 A. i'd = | 
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ragement they lay under, have they not been re- 


( 10). 


hazard of looſing all theſe glorious Advantages, 
and conſent to be at the Mercy of; ſuch, who will 
allow her no Power, but what is deriv'd from and 
dependent on themſc.ves ? Wou'd: not this be the 
way to bring her back to the fame Bondage as 
formerly 2 Muſt the Church like her Maſter al- 


ways ſuffer between two? Ouglt ſhe not to be 


free from all Secular as well as Papal Ufurpa- 
— e. 


Is it not, the Buſineſs of the C hurch Militant | 
here on Earth, to contend with Principalitzes, Pow- 
ers, and High Places? and ſhall ſhe Conſent to part 


with this Liberty, which preſerves all her other 


Liberties? at leaſt let us ſtay till thoſe Books, 
which rightly inform us of the Nature of Chritt's 
Kingdom, and the Powers and Priviledges of his 
Embaſſadors, have univerſally prevaild, which 
conſidering what great Succeſs they have already 
met with, can't be long | 


We ſee, tho the Preſs was guarded as much as 
poſſible, in favour of the diſtinguiſhing Dod@rines 


of the Church, as Paſſive Obedience, the Divine 


Power of Monarchs, the unalianable Hereditary 
Right ; yet notwithftanding all this, the Revolu- 
tion was brought about with a univerſal Con- 
ſent ; which, and what has been done upon it, one 
ſhou'd: have thought wou'd have quite extinguiſh'd 
thoſe Doctr ines; yet in ſpight ot all the Diſcou- 


vivd 


CRE © 
viv'd with great Glory, and in a ſurpriſing and 
ſignal manner, aſſerted by the Generality ot the 
Nation? And is not all this owing to the Liberty 
of the Preſs, which has ſo much expes d the 
Rn Principles? 78 eee Vos 
Wou'd it not be almoſt endieſs to mention the 
Advantages we have gain'd by the Liberty of the 
Preſs ?. Without that, wou'd: the Books againſt a 


Affairs is owing to Dr. $S——— 1s Sermon, 
Speech, c. and thoſe had never been Printed, if 
there had been a Reſtraint on the Preſs; and was 
it not the publiſhing of his Sermon, which pro- 
vok d the Whigs to act ſo-impolitickly ? 


When the Church had the Happineſs to ſee a 
Queen placd on the Throne, who was always e- 
ducated in, and Zealous for her Communion, and 
we bleſs' d with a Parliament entirely in the 
Church's Intereſt, and a Miniſtry, the Whigs 
dreaded, for their Steadineſs to thoſe Church 
Principles they were educated. in: Wou'd any 
one have imagin'd that her beſt Friends ſhoud 
have been ſo ſoon diſcharg'd, and ſhe deliverd 
over to her inveterate Enemies ? 

+ WA  Aﬀg 
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Aster uch: a Diga paintment . from: Men. 
on whoſe 5 e had all the Reaſon im- 
aginable to rely: ; how can we: 2 on theſe 
flippery Gentlemen 2 are not moſt of em of noto- 
rious Whig Families, and bred up in Whig Prin- 
eiples? were not tise chief of em Creatures of 
the late - and diſcharg d hy em to gratify 
the Malice of the Jute? ſo that tis to their Re. 
ſentment, aud _ ts. id we «re their 


Friendſing, | 


It Fame be not a 3 the preſent Change was 
projected upon 4 Whig-Plann ; and if theſe we call 
moderate Tories Were to be taken in, was it not to 
enlarge the narrow Whig-Bottom :- Se that their 
jo ning now with: us, is not .Chaice but Neceſſity. | 
Hou Unwillingly, and with what Reluctancy is a 


Whig now and then remov'd from a proſitable 


P—t? How many Cn are there yet unbroken? 
and when there has been a er for Alterations, 


- how little has the C——h gaind, 


If my Lower: N— — „e ee A W- 
thought cou d no more have fallen away than the 
Church it ſelf, ean now in his Old Age turn Whig, 
how can we depend on Men, who if they have any 


Principles, are not ſuch as are moſt favourable to 
the C——h ? 


How can we be ſure of a Perſon who daily gives 
Aſſurances to all Sects? _ knows: but that -_ 
Tad, 


(8) 


. or - lane dach serie andy eas made 404. A 
cenſer of the Preß ; wou'd not the Chureh then 
rr 1 AY 


* 
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. Haw: the Church is likely to teu aſter fich 
8 Reſtraint of the Preſs; may be gueſe d at by the 
Treatment the 0 has now met with. Who 
cowd- have thought that after all the Aſſurances 
an Promiſes, they ſhou'd be ſo lang hindred n 


„anne and A 


But ſuppoſe theſe Men e ont 
Sincerity, at the Church in no danger of be- 
ing trickd; who can tell how ſoon a Change 
may happen, and we may ſee a . , 

228 ſuch Perſon at the Head of Affairs? What 
1 will the poor Church get by æ licenſing Act: 

- are we not in a Climate where no is certain, 
nothing ſteady, and the Humour of the great 
W unfixt as the Weather ? 7 


EH ier will give us leave to look W 
the Life of her preſent Majeſty ; and we conſider 
. who in a future Reign is likely to reap the Advan- 
tage of ſuch a reſtraming Act, I believe no true 
Churchman will be Preſſing for it. 5 


It wou'd be ſtrange if bond be the only 
Place where the National Clergy cou'd not influ- 
ence TIN as they chought fr and we now 

_ pry 
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plainly ſee, that when inſtead of making their 
whole Court to the My, they condeſcend to 
take proper means for engaging the Affections of 
the People; That no Art of the M-—y, no Pow-/ 
er of the C—-t, nor all the Authority of P —t 
cou d prevent their being entirely on their ſide; 
And as long as the Church can ſecure them, to 
which we find the Liberty of the Preſs is no hin- 
drance, they may be ſecure of any ., 
then our old Enemies the Whigs, will do nothing to 
provoke us, and our Friends will ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves by adding new Power to the Church. And 


without this, every thing elſe is but a quack Reme- 


dy ; what can we apprehend from the Liberty of the 
Preſs, when that cou'd not hinder us in the midſt. 
of; this War, jrom getting n a Fund for build- 
ing ſo many more Churches: 1 © 


Tho a ſew I attend the liberty of 
the Preſs, as there's no Condition or Circumſtan- 
ces but have ſome; yet if the ſolid and real Ad- 
vantages we have already got by it, and the proſ- 
pect of obtaining more, do much out. ballance 
all the Diſadvantages we can juſtly apprehend 


from it, what Reaſon have we to defire ſuch a Re- 


ſtraint of the Preſs, as a Nn be turn d 
upon us? | 


Nor will the reſtraining of the Preſs have that 


Effect, which by moſt is expected from it, except 


* can A all ſuck Books as have been al- 
| ready 


WL? 
ready publiſh'd againſt the Church and Monar- 
chy ; thoſe, if new cant be had, will be 
more read and eſteem d; and one may ſafely ven- 
ture to ſay, that no new Books can afford more 
'Poiſon than is to be found in the old. 


Me faw, to inſtance in no others, That the 
ſcatter d Pieces of Milton and Haring 
dily bought up at any rate when they were pro- 
hibited-Ware, but ſince they have been reprinted, 


and are every where to be had, they lie ſtrangely 


neglected. | 


Such a Reſtraint of the Preſs will cauſe our E- 
nemies to Inſult, and — we are Conſcious that 
ve are in the wrong, and that as we dare not re- 
peat their Arguments our ſelves, ſo we will not 


ſuffer them to do it; whereas, if we only regu- 


late the Preſs, we take away all thoſe pretences 
by which their baffled Cauſe endeavours to ſup- 
port itſelf, and they gain nothing by it, but to 
repeat thoſe Arguments which we our ſelves, if 
we are Juſt and Honeſt ought impartially to do, 
when we go about to Confute em Afﬀter we have 
ſo much exclaim'd againſt rhe Papiſts, for allowin 
nothing relating to Religion to be publiſh'd, but what 
a few of their Prieſts approve ; How can we in Ho- 
nour, or Conſcience do the fame thing our ſelves ? - 


The greateſt Miſchief that the Liberty of the 
Preſs can do, is by putting ill Books into the 
| Hands 


ou were greee 
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Hands of ſuch who not beingarriv d to Maturity of 
Judgment, are capable of any Impreſſion; ul in 
the Univerſities, where the Gentry and Nobility 
are educated, there's no Bookſeller who dares. ſell 
any Book, but what is Sound and Orthodox ; and 
. do not the Bookſeller's Livelihood in moſt other 
10 Places in a manner depend on tfig Books they ſell 
1 ro Schooſ Boys, Women, Tory-Gegtry and Clergy? 
and will, not —— take Care that a Bookſeller 
188 ſhall lole his Buſineſs, if any Pamphict, they do not 

approve, is ſeen in his Shop ? 11. 


1 A Reſtraint of the Preſs can't abſolutely hinder 
III Books from being publiſh d, as is evident in the 
ll! Reigns preceding the Revolution, when all poſſ» 
| ble Care cou'd not prevent a great many bitter 
1 Libels from ſtealing abroad, which did more 
i Miſchief to. the Clergy and Court, than all the 
x Books openly publiſh'd ever ſince. 


N W. every Body has liberty to Write, many 
| injudic us Diſcourſes, which do moſt hurt to 
| tteir own fide are unavoidable ; but when no- 
1s thing can be Printed without great Hazard, and 
138 at the Expence of a Party, their ableſt Heads, | 
1 who to be ſure. will be conſulted, will take Care 
that noching fe ker be .publiſh'd but what is wrote 
with the ut Art and Exactneſs; and that 
fo wrote, the Party will be very induſtrious in diſ- 


paving ; and others then will be as deſirousof read- 
12 
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ing an unlicenſed Paper, as now: hs 
acc Of an thing that's cenſur d by Au- 
'thority ; and-Informing being abhorr d 
by all Gentlemen, as moſt baſe and 


ſcandalous, Things of this Nature wall 
ben handed about „ ſcruple; ſo 
that while the Orthodox and Loyal, 
truſting to a falſe Security, grow Lazy, 
and write little or nothing worth read- 
ing ; the Enemy will be making their 
utmoſt Efforts ro undermine bath 
Church and' Monarchy. 


Such a Reſtraint of the Preſs, we may 


certainly conclude, will hinder the ableſt 


Men of our ſide from Writing. They 


who have been ſo many Years free from 
all Impoſitions of this kind, will not 


now endure that their Labours, which 


coſt em ſo much deep Study, and long 


Maditation, ſhou' d de fubje&: 3 to 
be wholly laid aſide, or oe have ſuch 


| Alterations made in em, as upon a haſty 
view, a raw and injudicious Chaplain of 


6 ſome 
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ſome ſuperannuated, and perhaps Wig- 
giſh Biſbop, ſhall in his great Wiſdom 
think fit. | 


Will nor this be in Effect reſtraining 
the beſt Authors of our own fide, and 
only the indifferent of the other? and 
then an Imprimatur will ſignifie no more 
if than that this Book is fooliſh cnough to 
"I be Printed; and the Reader may depend 
if on it, that 1 do not mention this with- 
out having very good Aſſurances for 


f what I fay. 
[| If the Charch and Monarchy: have 


been conſiderable Gainers by the preſent 
Liberty of che Preſs, and it tends to 
make the M——y, for fear of being 
cxpos'd by it, to do ſuch Things as are 
mot agreeable to the Mind of the Pt, 
and moſt for the Intereſt of the Church 
and Nation; can there be. any good 
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"No Muy can really be hurt by a 
regulated Liberty of the Prefs, ſince if 
they are miſrepreſented, they have a 
Number of Dependents ready upon all 
Occaſions to write in juſtification of their 
Conduct. They ought to conſider whe- 
ther their endeavouring to get the Pow- 


er of the Preſs into the Hands of their 


Creatures, is not the way to have 'Peo- 
ple believe that they have ſome pernici- 
ous Deſigns on foot, and that they, to 
prevent a Diſcovery, take this extraor- 
dinary Method which the worſt M 


never arternpted : ? 


Whether what 1s 0 of Truth, * 
none can be againſt Truth, but when 
Truth is againſt em. may be apply'd to 
the Liberty of the Preſs, 1 will not pre- 
tend to determine; but thus much 1 
think I may venture to ſay, That no 
Perſon who has any value for his Re- 
putation will be content to run the 
hazard of having the Means of juſtify- 

C 2 ing 


( 20 1 
ing himſelf as publickly, "_ wer be 


accus d. put out of his Power. 


: 


I cant ilkiti the Repreſentatives of 
the Nation, as long as they think that 
the publiſhing their own Proceedings, is 
the moſt proper way to prevent all m ſ- 
repreſentation, will deny thoſe they re- 
prcſent, the fame liberty ot will never 


"hy hink that the way to "kinder Miſrepre- 
ij ſentations, Calumny and Lyes, is to * 
| one Side have a full liberty to Write 


what they pleaſe of the other, - withour 
allowing that other to publiſh any thing 
in its own Defence; That wou' d "Pg 
as ſtrange to em, as if a Man after he 
had accusd another, ſhou'd deſire his 
Mouth'to be ſlop'd, in order to a better 
diſcovery of Tuch. 


Our Gentry muſt have but little In- 
clination to be rightly inform'd of the 
true State of Affairs, if they can be con- 
rented to depend on a a licens'd News- 
oy | Writer 


3 


( 2120 
Writer 3 whd,wnll, cither-canceal many 


important Facts, or el repreſent em 2s. 
is or che Intcereſt of thoſe that employ | 
him. Our very Tradaſmen and ordi- 
nary People, wou'd be very untaſy j; 
they were to be debarr d all News; but 
ne the worſt wrote Paper the Gazette 
| offends * em: To put this Hardſhip upon 
em, wou'd not be the way to oblige 
the Corporations. 


I might add, That there are as ma- 
ny ——.— againſt Licenſers, as there 
are Things we wou d defire to be right- 
|» inform'd of; and ſhew how uch an 
Act wou d tend to the prejudice of 
Learning, and of the Manufacture of 
Printing, and of the Trade of Bookſel- 
ling; and how the Durch wou'd be con- 
' ſiderable Gainzrs by it, did I aim at any 
thing elſe, than giving a few hints to 
the lovers of the Church and Monar- 
chy ; which mighr in ſome meaſure ſerve 
o prevent their being govern 'd by po- 
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